DNA. isolated from age-synchronous senescent populations of CflgnnrhfihH-ii-iq elegana has been quantitatively and qualitatively analyzed for the presence of 5-methylcytosine. High performance liquid chromatography on two wild-type and several mutant strains of £*. elpfans failed to detect any 5-methylcytosine. The restriction endonuclease isoschizomers. Hpall and Mapi. were used to digest genomic DNA after CsCl purification and failed to detect any 5' cytosine methylation at any age.
INTRODUCTION
The association between cytosine methylation and altered eukaryotic gene expression (1) or X-chromosome inactivation (2), is well documented. 
MATKRT,M.S AND METHODS

General procedures
The conditions for growth and maintenance of CJ. PI pgana are standard (12) . Methods for determining life-span have been presented earlier (13). 
Strajng and plasmids
